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‘Dear River Warden Volunteers.  

This is my first River Warden Newsletter and I hope one of many. The work carried 

out by you river wardens is unrelenting and sadly often goes unnoticed. I think it is 

rather like housework—people soon notice when it hasn’t been carried out. So just 

reflect how much rubbish is cleared and how much better the countryside is for 

that.  Keep up the good work.   Kind regards—Derek (Partnership Officer—MVCP)  

The Spring Rubbish Round Up 

Photograph taken by the Tonbridge Canoe Club 

The River Rubbish Round Up that took place on April 5th and 6th yielded 
a considerable amount of rubbish that had been deposited after the winter 
floods. Teams such as the Environment Agency, TMBC, Maidstone and 
Tonbridge Canoe Clubs were all out collecting litter from the river. This ef-
fort helps to enhance and protect our local river—so well done all who 
were involved. 



2014 is proving to be another success-
ful year for the elvers of the European 
Eel (Anguilla anguilla) on the river 
Medway. The recording of numbers at 
Allington lock started in mid April and 
should continue until September. This 
monitoring is part of a much wider sur-
vey carried out by the Zoological Socie-
ty of London (ZSL) which covers the 
whole of the Thames catchment. Extra 
funding from the Environment  Agency 
allowed for a second trap in the Loose Valley which hasn’t yielded any elvers 
so far this year but that highlights the difficulties that elvers have at passing 
obstacles. 
 
If you would like to volunteer to be trained to monitor a trap and record el-

vers for next year please contact Derek (MVCP) for more information on 
01622 683695 or derek.whitehead@kent.gov.uk  

  Autumn - River Rubbish Round 

Another good year for elvers 

Monitoring the elver trap at Allington Lock.  
2014 © MVCP 

 MVCP will be supporting additional groups and 
volunteers to carry out an autumn clean up of the  
footpaths along the Medway. This will coincide 
with World Rivers Day on the last Sunday of Sep-
tember.  

If you would like to carry out a litter collection 

during the weekend of 27th/28th Sept then 

please let us know.   
If you would like to take part as a larger group 
of friends or colleagues then that can be ar-
ranged. MVCP can provide equipment and 
litter can be collected with the assistance of 
MBC and TMBC.  
Contact us on 01622 683695 or derek.whitehead@kent.gov.uk  



DEREK WHITEHEAD 

 

River Warden Volunteer 
 

 

River Warden ID Cards 

If you take any pictures of 

interest or have any ques-

tions, then please send them 

into us here at the MVCP 

Check out 

www.medwayvalley.org or 

call 01622 683695   

Some of the River Wardens like to have an identification badge 

for if they are approached by members of the general public. I 
recently straddled the hurdles of bureaucracy and managed to 
renew some of these badges that some of you have. If there is 
anybody else who feels that they require a badge similar to the 
one above then please let me know—I will also need a recent 
passport sized photograph either electronic or hard copy.  

What’s My Fish? 

River Warden—Richard 
Medhurst spotted an un-
usual fish on 30th April 
2014 in the River Beult 
and managed to photo-
graph the specimen. We 
were perplexed as to the 
species and sent the pic-
tures on to the Fisheries 
Programme Leader at 
Hadlow College—Mr Nick 
Pierpoint. He identified 
the fish as a Koi Carp.  

Photo by Richard  
Medhurst 



 

    Health and Safety   

 Periodically please do read through your  

Risk Assessment (a new copy is enclosed) and 

make sure you’re following all the pointers.  

 

Please remember to never collect sharps such as needles and 

please never venture into the river or onto boggy ground.  

Always use your equipment (litter picker/gloves etc) and let us 

know if you need additional material such as bags.  

We want to know you’re safe and sound out there and enjoying 

your volunteering so please do sign and return the enclosed 

form indicating that you have read the Risk Assessment.  

Thank you.  

 

With regards to any feedback on volunteering for MVCP or to discuss the River Warden  
project or our other work please contact Derek (Partnership Officer) at MVCP on  

01622 683695 or email derek.whitehead@kent.gov.uk 
Medway Valley Countryside Partnership, 3 Lock Cottages, Lock Lane, Sandling,  

Kent, ME14 3AU [www.medwayvalley.org] 
 

 

 
 

 

Please be especially 

careful when you 

are picking litter and 

don’t take any un-

necessary risks! 


